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SKA FACE 
Another issuc of BATW bites the dust. and if you don’t n B % 

buy the next one. so will you!! In No. 4 will be all the 3 4 
usual features plus all the best Ska/6y Reggae/and Oi. - a 
So make sure you get it or the bovs will want to know . 
why! You can send for it in February maybe even on FACE LE SS 
the 14th. so until then have a happy Xmas and New 
Year and for some unlucky ones out there an unhappy 
St. Valentines Day Massa-ska! WARRI O RS 

AL'S WARNING — MEN WITH VIOLIN CASES 
CAN SERIOUSLY DAMAGE YOUR HEALTH! 5 



BACKSIACAINSTRTHEIWAL 
Weleame o number 3 of Backs Against The Wall! thanks to :.vu)mn; wha has or 

will buy a copy: .’md\pa.cml thanks ta the péople wha have written o ine and enjoyed 
n.admg the previoas two issuss, 

As you will notice the quality and quanmv have buu‘; inproved, I'm Dlwfl)fa aying 
to get it beterund make it a more pleasurable experience for vou to read. 

1 must say that from the response I've had from all over Britain, that there arc 
still & farge number of us who care ubout béing a Skinhead and have not given in 
16 the political cxtremists. gluebags aiid the Vampirés who try 10 suck the blood out 
of Skinhead-ism. AsJong as we s\am} (irm we‘ll pmgre@s wd Iedva the rubbish where 
it should be. in the gutter. 

While there’s decent OifPunk about, Skinhcad Reggae rwords 10 discover. Soul 

nights 1o stomp at and smart Beanies to find then there will be Skinheads who know 
what Skinkead truly means. 
Any contributions.or constructive criticism will be received at the rnllnwuyg address. 

DUDLEY, 
86 NINIAN ROAD, 
ROATH. CARDIFF, 
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&= AMESSAGETO YOU RUDY 
As in he trdition with Zinies a4 they o s ards their end a few wetl deverved thaoy, specialty s vou 
T gajoy seeimg your Aate in Print Anyw iy here e some o 
Sam & Ricky, Roddy. By, Bugs: Wally. Mick & Jine; alt of Cardiff. Vemomque teortr) in Franes: Ling i 
Atishdiésex; Riohel Fletehes (i Shyftieid: Cyril - it Mead ot Batht (Rosers'): Gii in Spading Sundcrtand; 
St in Briilgend: Mick i in Washington DC: Geed (v LeedseHull, Stuort 
in Skelmidrlic: Alf in iann Ansaldi of WCK zine & Nabat: Rod ‘Mekend 

Nieh: in Loadon: and fisd hin very far from fedst. 
Lauilfl(uy [T 

News 08 1) .S peaple i alwas pch\n‘ 1o bidat friam. Paist ot Hal¥ zine: ‘Lony Stmuthof Suedehead 
: Gail'in Bram: Tosh of Section 5. Lan of (umme Junp\t #ine: Basid in Garw Valley, Bob, Will & Pandy in 

Sunderbod; Adam & Colin of Cropip ziney Sean of Crophead 2ine: Mandy in Middles of Condemned #4: 
McCinnof Birvver Boot <ingz Chris & Sean of Tell Us the Truth zines 
Togram in Lewester: Sven Wichman in Hamburg: Sam. Ginged & Heidi. Ducky, Elmer, Brian the Batifer. Boner 
213, Talt Mark, Tony fowe (gawd knows why!). Theress. Dofinic, Stim, Sy etc. v, aH of Cordift: snd agaio 
st bt mo st Jane Howied in Shettield (Ducky  good dincer 22, 

Phiiv. plicw!! Just o 0r i ‘a0 ver bikes' (or words L thin 1) 0 Swansea City. Chiglea, Pompey, Bristol 
Cily, Biath Royers (xsiwnd), «ic. @ic. angd wbsolutely. finally. pre ol Tancings - big. b 7+ ot s il of 
ingrowing wsenaiisit - . 
O voah, befare | forset, BATW cin now also be putctid ot Spillors Records, e Hayen, Cardt, imd The 

Mere. Ganton St. Off Carmahy St. Lonthin. as well as direet fraon e und 1t gigs. do's vts. Cheors. 
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Tshirts 
BrokenBones  Skufl Loga(Black) 
Bosines Drinking & Drivirg 

Smash e discos 
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People never learn! It don’t seem like it, 
after the various mishaps at this years 
scooter runs involving some of the Skinhead 
fraternity, Isle Of Wight. the biggest run 
of the season. was well and truly wrecked 
by the plonkers. It seems a fair bet that Oi! 
bands won’t be asked to play at future runs 
as they are seen to attract troublemakers. 

Nice one Cyrille!! A hearty welcome back 
to civilian life to French Cyrille after his 
year long escapade in the French army, 
hope to see you back in Old Blighty sooner 
than later! 

A fond farewell. The Santc Fe Bar (aka 
The Pig & Whistle, aka The Casa Gill) 
finally closed its doors for ever in October 
as a result of being knocked down after 
Xmas! Although it had gone downhill over 
the last year it was still he South Wales 
skinpub and as such will be missed. All the 
Cardiff Skins who have used it-over the last 
five or six vears have their own fond 
memories of boozy nights with good mates, 
T know I have. The Casa Gill, Oi! The Pub. 
R.IP. 

On to a few do’s. Glasgow seem to be the 

in-place at the mo, a regular night of 60's 
Ska, Rock-steady, Soul and Reggae is held 
at the One Up Bar in Kent Street. For 
further details contact either Bovver Boot 
or Spy Kids ‘zines. The Newcastle 
Allnighters have now finished for the 
winter, they’ll be back in force next year. 
Similarly the Porthcawl Northern Soul 
Nites have been suspended until January. 
Stand by for a new night soon in Derby, 
which will feature ska, soul, northern, r&b, 

Anyone willing to write features for 

funheryissues of Backs Against the Wall? lfso 

please get in touch 

ete., for more details get in touch with Mick 
of Empty Hours ‘zine (address in Reply 
Line). As far as I known the Peterborough 
Alinighters have ceased to be after a major 
disturbance there when Intensive Care 
were supposed to have played. 

Tell Us The Truth. Its good to see a new 
Band Aid type record out which is to raisc 
funds to help people with drug problems, 
but some of the old fogeys they've got to 
do it are hardly the type of people druggies 
wiil listen to. They've even got “the mouth™ 
himself, Jimmy Pursey, formerly the main 
man of Skinheads legend Sham (9. mind 
you on second thoughts if he can’t nag you 
off drugs, then no one canl!! 

The Oppressed RIP?? 1 have it on very good 
authority (from the horses mouth so to 
speak!) that legendary skinhead band The 
Oppressed may be reforming. Once Ducky 
is fully recovered from his scooter accident 
they will be joined by drummer Kizz from 
Societys Rejects for extensive practising 
before releasing four brand new tracks next 
spring. 

I Love Buster. A recent 
discovery which shook 
the Skinhead world was 
Buster Bloodvessel as 
the starof a My Guy true 
love picture story {see 
picture). Can we now 
look forward to Gary 
Hodges inBlue Jeans or 
Roddy Moreno in 
Jackie?! 1 think we 
shouid be told!!! 
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GETIT! 
Any inguities about the fortheoming book St e Girl should 
be sem o Al Mead. 3 Fossenay Cottages, Radhtock. Bath 
BAY 3TX. Avon. G1f Records will auas be teady 10 receive 
your demo. for more info.. Roddy . 3 Machen St Grangetown 
Cudhiff. CF1INT. Seetion Sean b reached throvsh ok, 
Vickers Rd. Chell Heath, Stoke-on-Trans. ST6 6NR. Similarl 
Comdiemmed $4through Kev. 29 Swaltow ol Ipsscich 120N 

For Ska,Skinhead Regga bats send s 
Dadets Kool 93 Dean S8 Losgion W 1 ¢ 
103, New has . Wevbradge K15 3PH: 4 
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B3 6RI Phares aiso L& L Jupes sho specudize i con 
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A propheciacd @ BATW 
reduced. gome (hy the J0ok of 8 are Crpop, ol 
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the zround and Bovver Boor (30 p & sac. McGinn 
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TUS it eil Uy The 2o 2 6805 8 e Chan & Sean 
Levin Ket, Kesbae. Plmouti, Doeont g sl 20 seet © 
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the saner o1 Skinsmnes s be: 

Sowhats Ieft? A new skinzine recently broushi tmy atiention | 
s Spv Kids from Ewann Kelly (0p & 2., 68 Bank St. Puisley 
PAT N, sort af a eross betseen Bonver Soot and Crapip. 
for @ first dssue it very well presented it bit hort, and fall of 
the famous Gliswegian wit. recommended. Well the sood news 
atter g bong layoff Concrere fungle 0D & e Tan. 2 Hills 
borough Road. Conley. Otford OXd 38UY and Chargesieer 
(0 p & e, Grogger, S0 Galas Square. Ferner Estate. Kid- 
brake. London SE3) are bath set for deestating comebacka! 
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One worth checking vut s Workeng Clas Rty (T, Ansalds, Via 
dei Piccome 10, Adbissola Sup. 17013, Savana. Haly) which ix 
Brouzhe 10 sou by Tizkumn who i dlso the ,“rl,!, it 
manager of Nabat, ot the mo he's working 
on s new sine calied The Reade Bogs Are 
Back fn Town. ob. the only problemis its 
witten in ftalin!. don't et tht put sou off 
whough. as fs sall worth a bushers. 7l Lp- 
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Then there’s The Piglets, not really a reggac group at all just a one off “fun” record made in 

'71 which is a celebration of a sucdchead. Joinny Reggae. Worth a listn for the immortal lines, 

'in his fringe and buckle stompers. and his two tone tonic strides!”. 
Yet another all-gir! group, little is known about were The Plaggirls. which is surprising once 

you've heard the incredible "63 number. Looks Are Deceiving. 
Princess Buster (The Princes’ missus?) is known for ber brilliant version of The Ten Command- 

ments. stricdy for women libbers!!! 
Unknown to me except for My Baby Just Cares For Me (on the Giant 

label) is Jeanette Simpson 
Probably the most famous femalc singer to come out of Jamaica was 

Millic Small. mainly on the strength of the 64 worldwide hit My Boy 
Lollipop which sold six million copies. Indeed it was the first ska record 
ever to get into the British national charts. She was brought 1o Britain 

10 record it by Chris Blackwell (of [sland Records) after a previous single 
tie had licensed from Jamaica called We'll Meet by Roy & Millie had sold 

well. Made a couple of other solko records like My Love and 1. but 

mostly stuck to duers with various people like Owen c . 

Gray, Jackie Edwards and Roy Richards with whom be- 

sides We'll Mee: made Never Say Goodbye, Qver and 

Over, and 'li Go. 
Another rude repgae skinhead classic was Wreck A 

Buddy by The Soul Sisters about a girls frustrating ex- 
neriences!! (aiso recorded as Wreek A Pum Pum by 
Prince Buster) 

The Soulettes were made up of Constantine ‘Vision™ 

Walker, Marlene “Precious’ Gifford and Rita Anderson. 

Rita, of course. was to become the wife of Bob Marley 

and the final member of the [ Threes. Before that she & 

helped the Soulettes to a number of successful singles the soulettes 
like Don't Care What The People Say, Hey Senorita, Love and Unity and Sugar Spice {all on the 
Studio One or Coxsone labels). Rita also recorded on her own with a big hit on her debut in 66 

called Pied Piper. Constantine, Rita’s cousin. was a member of Jamaica’s top Rude Boy Band 
The Wailing Wailers for a short time in Bob Marieys absence. 

A group similar o the Sewlettes in the respect that there were twa girls and onc bloke was the 

Spanishtonians who are best remembered for Rudie Gers Pleniy (on (he pyramid labei) 

Well thats it] You'li probably notice some of the artists only have one or two dises artribured 

1o them. this is because a lot of Jamaican artists changed their names oceasionally and a lot were 

one hit wonders. 

TROJAN 
1oL ) 

The FOXY CHICK PAGE 
Welcome again to another Foxy Chick page, bit of an international 
one this time, with girls from France, USA and Britain. Any photos 
for further issues will be welcomed (preferably black & white). 

Skingirls you can’t beat ‘em!!! 
B 

Another smart skingiri, this 
time from the good old USA. 
Her name is Carla and she 
comes from the capitol, 
Washington D.C. 

Véronique Passard is this beautlful 20 
year old French lady who comes from 

Caen in Normandy. 

These three lovely girls are Jane Howard and Lesley 

Ford, both from Sheffieid, and Sue who hails from 

Preston.



SERIES OF COCKNEY PLONKERS 
No. 3: DIRTY DICK & ANGE 

Would you drink in a boozer run by this pair? The “Vic” 
ain’t the only thing that gets up my nose, the constant ** “ows 
it going darlin’ ™ from the boozy Ange and “‘the man most 
women over 80 would like to stick their hands down his 
pants” (see the Sun) Dirty Den,more than gives these two 
a place in the Jegendary Cockney Plonkers line-up. 

3 AN A-Z OF SKINHEAD REGGAE. 
ROCKSTEADY, BLUEBEAT AND 

SKA ARTISTS oz 
k! 

ONE FOR THE GIRLS! 
Bit of a change this issue. this A-Z will feature most of the female bands 

and singers of the ska. rocksteady and skinhead reggae eras. 1 figured they 
deserved their own page cos even though ridiculously out aumbered by their 
male counterparts, they werc responsible for many of the classics. Before we 
start I'd just [ike to point out again that these discographics are my own knowledge and therelore 
likely 10 be incomplete, though hopefully not in many places!! 

Right. 1o start at the very beginning we have Brigitte Bond and The Blue Beats. a very unusual 
voice used 10 great effect o the stunning Blue Beat sing. O% Yeah Buby and its flick side Blue 
Beat Baby. 

T don’t know too much about Joyce Bond excepl for a nifty version of Ob La 

Di. Ob La Da and an carly Trojan album. Soul & Ska. 
I know of the Castle Sisters from their haunting ska number, Stop Your 

ae 
classic. Barbwire. also the delightful Nightfood Reggae. 
1 bave a soft spot for Phyllis Dillon after what is in my opinion the finest 

:BOUL g BB reguue track of the sixtics. Perfidia (which was originally & Glen Miller tunc!) 

There are a long list of other crackers including Release Me, Don't Touch Me — Tomawo(?). 
Ger on the Right Track, One Life to Live, | Wear His Ring, Midnight Confession, This Is A 

Lovely Way and Don't Stay Away on the Doctor Bird label. 
Another I don't know too much about is Doreen who sang the famous ska track The New 

Wow With Jackie {Edwards). 

The same goes for the Ebony Sisters, except for the excellent single Feel Jr, 

A lady of soulful rocksteady was Norma Fraser (sometimes spelt Frazier) with songs like her 
version of First Cut Is The Deepest (on the Studio One label} 

The Gaylettes were an all girl ska group in the sixties consisting of Bery! Lawson, Merle Clemenson 

and Judy Mowati. Judy. who was also known as Julic Ann. recorded as a soloist with her best 

45 being Emergency Cull (on the Gayieet label 70). She also went on to international fame as 
one of the I Threes. Bob Maricys backing singers 

Marcia Griffiths also became one of the I Threes but not before she had become Jama! top 
female artist in the sixties. She was discovered in 64 when she sang Carla Thomas' No Tine To 

Lose on a TV show hosted by the Blues Busters. Recorded for Coxsone brilliant d like Hold 

Me Tight, Truly, Hound Dog and ty particular fave. Feel Like Jumping. Also had a big British 
and Jamaican hit with her husband Bob Andy called Young, Gifted and Black. 

Another skinhcad reggae classic was Moonfight Lover by Joya Landis. a beautifully sung singic. 
" Other tracks of hers include, Kansas Ciry and Angel Of The Morning (both on the Trojan label). 

A common girls name of the ska period was Patsy who recorded various ducts with the likes 
of Baba Brooks (You Took My Love) and Stranger Cole (Give Me The Right). But ber favourite 
partner was Derrick Morgan with whom she recorded the likes of Ler The Good Times Roil. 

Look Before You Leap and the all time ska great. Housewives Choice. 
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JIMMY PURSEY OF SHAM 69 

FROM PUNK TO:Oi 
Al Ot Artack ~ Biie 
CID - UK Subs 

2B« 4 Sk 
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4. Nobodys Fool - Yicious Rumours 
S Bermadatss - Four Tops 
& M Gil - Ot R 

1 

i SOUE-ED OUT ; 
1.1 Wik | Wa - R Garng 

Romea & Jofiet - The Reficeuon 
v - Showstoppers 

&y Rovinson 

Ot Reddng, 
~ Willtam B2 

9 - Lale Anthony & the Imperials 
10 Land ol 108 Darce - Wi Fickuat 
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HOOLIGANS or HEROES 
PART 2 (1975-86) 

@ Police officers, some with truncheons drawn, control supporters after the gome. 

Violence at football matches had become by 1576 a regular occurrence, the trouble still being centred on the terraces 
Fashionwise it was rather a barren time of shoulder ength hair, baggy trousers and platform shoes or beetle crusherst 
{te koot oy era), that was until 1978 when skinheads once again filled the soccer grounds of Britsin. 

It was much of a continuation from 1971 with ends being defended and attacked week in, week out, the media told all 
the gangs who was doing what and everything was becoming more and more organised. 

‘The fans weren't the only ones who were evolving into fighting forces, the coppers had by now started fo become 
effective at crowd cantro] which by the early ‘805 had minimalised pitch invasions (with the help of fencing, of course), 
and vastly reduced terrace fights. The trouble was moved out of the ground and into the streets where the coppers are 
00 stretched to cope. 

The skinheads days as the mass fooball fashion was nearing its end and by 1980, for much the same reasons as in 
1970, mainly ‘cos 2 big booted, cropped haired skinhead was an casy target for the coppers. But unlike ‘71, when skins 
changed to suedes, this time skins became thinnex on the grourd (thats not fo say they disappeared, there are still skins 
at matches foday, believe me!) and a new fashion took over. Cail it what you will, trendies, dressers, casuals or soul boys, 
it was all abou: wearing the msot exclusive sporls designer gear, which would be discarded every couple of months as 
obsolete! 

A mew practice o beat the coppers came into effect with their coming, as they had a ‘respectabie’ appearance they took 
to watching the matches in the stands. Where at first they'd rain missiles (seats otc.) down on the opposition below on 
the terraces and then when eventually ailthe crews had adopted these tactics mass rucks would take place amongst the seats! 

‘The main “firms’ around in the ‘805 were much the same s in the ‘70s...Chelsea, Millwall, West Ham, Portsmouth, 
Cardiff, Spurs, Man. Utd, Leeds... to name a few. 

By the mid-80s, the ‘trendies’ started going into decline, herdly surprising really when you consider the cost of their 
fashion. The main fashion now is back to casual wear without the price tags, leather jackets, jeans, etc 

It would be wrong to do this feature without mentioning the night at the Heysel Stadium where so many died. 1L is 
impossible 10 condone hooligans when it results i death or serious injury. When you think about it its hard fo believe 
something like that hadn't happened before, I hope it never happens again. 

Having said that, it brought a real tespanse from 'the powers that be’ for the first time, after fifteen years of hot wind. 
They tried (and are trying) o curtail hocliganism with ideas like national identity cards (completely impractical), long fail 
sentences (when rapists only get a few years?2? besides its been done before and hasn't worked), and close-circut cameras 
{possibly the only half-decent idea). The fact that they haven't got a clue what they're taiking 2boul and have probabiy 
rever visited a soccer ground in their lives, seems to have escaped them! 

But its not just politicians, supposedly respected people involved with football (from club chairman to Jimmy ‘whip the 
Sastards’ Hill are talking out of their proverbial bums! They've never travelied a couple of hundred miles o a strange 
ity where its ‘do them” before they ‘do you’, they've never had ta take abuse off the high and mighty PC Plods, they've 
never needed the excitement you can get from being a “known’ firm, they don't have a boring shit job or 510 job at all 
{whatever you hear about bank managers being hooligars, the truth still Is that the majority of fans are from working 
dlass backgrounds with low incomes). 

Until the people in pawer (govemment and football bosses) can understand the needs in hooligans there will be no 
peace.... 
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AN EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW WITH RODDY MORENO 

EX-OPPRESSED AND NOW MAIN MAN OF Oi! RECORDS 

Over the vears I've read « lot about Roddy Morena's different projects 
in various zines. but never about the bloke himself. so T thought it was 
about time we all found out what he actually thinks about.... 

‘The first question [ nad tor Roddy was which bands he was a member 
of before the immortal Oppressed? “The first was a punk band in "78:7% 
culled Section 20. 1 knocked a catalogue for a guitar and borrowed an 
amp. We weren't very good but we had a laugh! Next came Insanity 
Syuad. we played with Discharge once. we weren't much good but 
they were shit! Then came The Oppressed and the rest is history™ / / 

We continued straight onto his new project. Oif Records, for those /1 
of you who don’t know he had a Manpower Services Grant 1o start the business which was later 
withdrawn. how did he feel about it? “Well, for a start you need a grand before vou can get on 
the scheme and I thought this was wrong. Why should T be eligible just "cos [ had a grand 
{compensation for a car smash). yet when I was skint. I couldn't. So on the one hand I took the 
money (£40 a week) and on the other told the press what [ really felt. the MSC accused me of 
using the grant for political reasons and threw me off the scheme 

So much for freedom of speech. how's it gone. business-wise. since their decision? "So far 
with over & vear gone by 1'm lostng out. The labels making a small profit but not enough to live 
on. I'd be better off on the dole. Luckily, my missus Jayne. is working and its her money that 
keeps it all going. With @ bit of luck Of! will pick up again and I'll start making a fortane!!™ 
What does the near future hold for the business? “A new label called Ska Records. the first 
refease will he @ compilation of New York ska bands called Ska-ville USA. On the Oil label 
there's Volume 2 of Skins "o’ Punks with Betraved and Oi! Polloi. Future volumes will include 
Section 5. Allegiance to No One. Englands Glory. Skin Deep and Bleed. I'm always looking 
for good bands — Qi-punkiska. if you've got any tapes. info. etc.. send them to me™. 

The rew Ska-ville USA album certainly sounds interesting. tell us more about it? ~“Well the 
New York ska seene s supposed 10 be booming much like two-Tone. The album was originally 
released in America and was liceneed to me for release in Britain. Probably the best band on it 
are The Toasiers. will be recording an album for release next spring on Sk Records™. What's 
this I've heard about Joc Jackson (NB. a famous pop star?!) being involved? “He will be producing 
the album for The Toasters and even plays mouth organ on one of their records. Run Rudy 
Run!” Maybe with Joe Jackson associated with the album, Roddy will get a bit of publicity in 
the mainstream music press after being totally ignored. and in Sninds case. blacklisted 

As we were talking about USA 1 asked Roddy what he thought of overseas Skins? “The only 
one I've ever met is an ltalian cailed Marko. who came o Cardiff with his girlfriend for a 
Condemned 84 gig. Though I do get letters from skins ail over Europe. Americy, Canuda and 
even a few in Oz. basically their the same all over™. 

A CRITICAL POINT OF VIEW 
SOUNDS LIKE? 

Skins & Punks, Vol. 1-Societys RejectsiLast Rough 
Cause. (Oil Records. OiR 007) 
The first in a series of split albums featuring eight 
tracks each from a skinhead and punk band. in this 
case, Last Rough Cause are the punk band, and what 
a band!, theirs is the punk of old, melodious with a 
message, in the Clash and Ruts style. The one track 
that really stands out is The Violent Few, a stirring 
song looking at the behaviour of a minority of 
skinheads from a punk birds eye-view, and explod- 
ing the myth that all skins are moronic thugs. Un- 
doubtedly cne of the best punk bands on the scene 
oday. Societys Rejects impressed me on the ‘This Is 
Qit’ album (if not everyone else) and whilst they are 
nowhere near being a top Oit band, they do show 
a lot of potential with the tracks like Pojjtician and 
United We Stand. Once they can simplify their tunes 
(maybe by listening to Last Rough Cause) and get 
an identity of their own there’ll be no stopping 
them. Definitely one of the very best offerings from 
Oif Records. (BOB BANK) 

Soul Goodies, Voi. 1. {Hot Shot Tapes through BATW) 
The first thing to attract me to this tape was the 
smart cover design. The tape consists of twenty three 
tracks, rare and dlassic Northern Soul mixed to- 
gether. Several of the discs are played frequently at 
scooter rally aflnighters, such as /'m In Love With 
Your Daughter by The Enchantments, and Like My 
Baby by Gino Washington. Also on this tape are 
outstanding rarities like Tommy Frontera’s {Your 
My) Leading Lady and the excellent Mr Misery by 
Padded Celf which Pat Brady (a Northern DJ) covered 
up &5 Robbie lawson. With many more ‘goodies’, a 
tape to make you move, Vol. 2 alsc available 
(brill!1).  (THE WIGAN JOKER) 
Oil-The Resurrection. (Link Records. Link LPOT) 
What can | say?, a well good start for Link Records, 
in the best traditions of the Oit album series. Featur- 
ing some fong gone but treasured names like the 
4-Skins, Menace, Cockney Rejects and Last Resort 
singing rare and reworked tracks, combined with 
the best of todays talent, and tomorrows, Section 
5, Condemned 84, the young Skin Deep and a Dutch 
band who show a lot of promise, The Magnificent. 
As far as | am concerned, any record with Menace 
2nd the 4-Skins on it must be a winner, miss it at your 
periltl (T. McCARDLE) 

Ska-ville USA. {SKAR 001) 

Ancther compilation album, this time of New York 
ska bands, one o two of the bands have siipped on 
under false pretences, in no way being ska bands. 
Having said that, this album is not only saved but 

made immortal (well almost!) by two superb tracks, 
Matt Davis (Special Agent)~The Toasters and Free 
South Africa~Too True. Not to hear these songs 
wouid be absolutely ska-ndalous! (C. ENOLE) 

Reggae For Skins, Vol. 2. (Hot Shot Tapes, through 
BATW) 

Volume two in a series of seven (at the mot), this 
one features some ali time classics. Side one has 
eleven ska greats including Everybody Ska-Prince 
Buster, King of Kings—jimmy Cliff and Honour Your 
Father-Desmond Dekker, Side two has ten traks of 
rocksteady and skinhead reggae, Return of Jack 
Slade and Night at the Hop-Derrick Morgan, and 
Skinheads, A Message to You-Desmond Riley all 
celebrate the skinhead styte, while What Am | To 
Do-Tony Scott is the original Liquidator with words 
No Fuss, No Mess...just pure skinhead reggae!! 

(8. BiRD) 

STOP PRESSH 
Just heard that Laurel Aitken has released a new 
single on Gaz's Rockin' Records, called Sahara, biw 
Long Time. Look out for a review in BATW'4, 

Vital Spark-Redhouse, Newcastle. 
For their first gig since The Restrictors split, it was 
incredible, the ex-Restrictors pair who now make up 
Vital Spark. Boney and Jacko, stil definitely have a 
iot going for them. Thankiully, they still play the 
go0d old Restrictors’ classics. They came on with the 
best sang I've heard for years, Own Little World, 
although z little slower than The Restrictors' version, 
it still put everyone in 2 fine foot-stomping mood 
There were mare old Restrictors tracks like, Chariie 
the Tramp, On My Mind and Best of Both Worlds, 
and one new song, Stick Together. They only did six 
songs but each was forced to be played three times 
by public demand! No one <ared as fong as it was 
good music, and thats what they speciatize in! (ALF) 

Section 5-Santa Fe Bar, Cardiff 
This gig was a while ago now, but the chronic lack 
of decent Oi gigs around Britain today necassitates 
its inclusion ‘cos it was a good night out enjoyed by 
all attending. After Societys Rejects put in a good 
set considering they don't play 0o many gigs, on 
came Section S for their second visit to Cardiff. As 
with their first visit, they were warmly received to 
the extent that Roddy Moreno joined them on guitar 
for Fat Thing. A polished performance foflowed 
which included renderings of Skinhead Girl, Head- 
case, We Won't Change etc., etc. If only there were 
more gigs like this, if you happen 16 go o a good 
gigwrite a review for BATW, OK? (DELB. TROTTER)
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1 
serious not, and consicering Roddy is getting on in years, (I've even heard libellious 

“geriatric’ being flung aboutl!) [ asked him what his long term plans are “Now 
fuck off” (tut. ). “you known I'm 30, s we won't talk about the far 

about their age!!t), 
dole again” 

As we were reminiscing. the subject of Skinhead Reggac came up. 
it might come as a surprise (0 some people but Roddy has a large and 
impressive collection, does he think it would shock some pure Of & 
fanatics? ~Well. without sounding patronising. 1 was there in ‘6869 & 
and in them days reggac was the only skinhead music. [ couldn’t get & 
cnough. Wer Dreamn by Mux Romeo must've been the first record 1 

bought. 1 cost about 7 shillings. more than a weeks pocket moncy! A 8 
fot of skins these days have got no fucking idea what so ever about their 
own roots. Lets face it. if you're a nazi vou ain't a skinhead. Reggae 
is as much & part of skinhead-ism as the haircut and boots™. There's 
not a lot I can say about that. spot on as far as I'm concerncd. When 
did vou actualiy become a skin? “Like | said. it all started in 68/69. 
at first it was hob nail boots and grandad vests. then gradually permrEmsT e 
in came Martens. Levi jackets. Sta-press and all the rest. Club SIINE'N PUfiKg P 
night it was crombic and tonics. and down the football. boots e ) 
0" braces™. What about Suedeheads and Smoothi: There was 
never Skins then Suedes then Smoothies. it all mixed up. 
you dressed for the occasion. it makes me Jaugh when I read 
some of the crap on early skinheads™ Mmm. food {or thought 
there. and very similar 10 what I've heard oft a lot of original 
skins. Tts zlways interesting hearing about skinheads beginning. 
have you any particular memories of the time Roddy? » One hat 
sunny day after we'd had trouble with the grease. I'd been flashing 
this flick knife around and some greaser walks up 1o a mob of 
us and says “Who's Roddy with the knife?". 1 turns round all 
hard with my 4-inch blade and T am. why? 
“Well. I'm John and this is my knife™. Tt must have been over a foot long! From then on 1 left 
the knife at home!!!'™ A cautionary !a]c indeed. there’s a moral in there somewhere! 

So. what of todays so-called ‘sussed” skins. what do you think of the ideals of reggac. soul and 
Oi loving skins specialiy on the subject of dressin: att but har Briliiant. but so is bleached 
jeans and flying jackets. Times change. styles change. so long as the deep seated feeling is there. 
T dent think iis too important. I've worn white Bennies for vears and now 1'm toid Skins don't 
wear white shirts!. well if thats right. then T ain't a skin!” I totally agree that there’s a lot of 
preaching about what skins should wear and what they shoulda™L. I'm of the opinion that as iong 
as it looks good and smart its acceptabke. for instance Roddy mentioned flying jackeis. well 
there’s good and quite a difference between a proper reversable and the ultra-crappy ones you 
get on the cheap. Enough of my ramblings. back 1o Roddy. so would you say there's room for 
“sussed” skins today? “There’s always a place for semcone with sus. its the reds and rascists ['ve 
20t no time for™ 

That's enough heavy stuff for now. T thought I'd be ineredibly seif-indulgent and ask Raddy 
what are his fave skinzines at the moment. “Spy Kids from Scotland is good, and Tell Us The 
Truth which is well hard, and of course Backs Against The Walll”™ Of course BATW. and who 
am | to argue with this genuine good taste! 

As we came 10 the end of the interview we pondered whether skinheads will ever again reach 
the heights of previous years, as Roddy said. “The way the charts and papers are going. the time 
is ripe-for an O/strect punk explosion. so lcts all keep our fingers crossed”. Oh yeah. and the 
last thing he said was “Cheers™, and that sums him up. All 1 can say is ‘Cheers to vou Rod" and 
thanks for the interview and for doint what we all should, get off our asses and do something 
positive 

As I found what Roddy had to say was interesting, I'll try (0 do another interview with him 
for a future BATW. 

SICARECORDS 
SKAR-QO! 
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PREDICTIONS FOR THE NEW YEAR 

FROM Oil! — THE SOOTHSAYER! 
IANUARY. 

Skins & Suedes gather together o pian a serics of meet- 
ings during the vear on the same fimes as the Scooter 
Runs and Mod Rallys. only for the dedicated. styhish. 
ska. soul. reggas and oit loving Skinheads & also to form 
anew political force. The Progressive Skiniead Party! 

FEBRUARY| 
Gary Glitter makes another comeback, then the week 
after makes another one and the week after that. . 

Agtcr @ World Summit meeting at Worcester (where?) 
attended by al the superpowers it was decided the only 
way 10 méke the world a safe place was to ave im. 
mediate discussion with the Progressive Skinhead Party. 
The motion was opposed by some stuck up byrd called 
Thatcher and Wonald Weagan who claimed he idn't 
undersiand the uestion. 

(Eflne 10p 5 best selling albums of the month include two. 
offerings from O3 Records, 1wo from Link Records and 
the debut elpee from Potai 5. 

garsxg City F.C, beat a combined team of Man Utd, 
Liverpoot, Forest and Everton 4-0 10 it the F.A. Cup 
for the second time in their illustrious history. 

Election time!! Thatcher the scourgs of Britain admits 
defeat. says she's gonna get blotto with Denais at his club 
and have a chickcn curry after to vemind her of the shit 
she has given us! Kinnock also retarns home dejecied an 
01 Winning, says hes gonna beepme 5 moak o he's 
wlready got the hairstyle and itwould be u pity 10 weste it 

The Monster Ravinis Louny Party celehraes it win tn 
fine style with ity alfience pactners. The Prozre 
Skinhead Party. they both promise 1o deliver frec fager 
every other Thursday. to make it compalsory for Skin- 
ead associsied music 1o be plaved at east 
every half an boer v Radio © aad discos evervwhere. 
tothall 10 be played every other day with tree udmission 
prices. ali Skinx to get hair clippers on the NHS. < ncw 
competition to replice Spot the Ball called Spot the 
Sdeburns, with s monthiy prize of a million quid for the 
most spiffing growths i Brivan, fomales over 16 and 
wnder 30 to be severely reprimanded if caught not wer. 
ing stockings & suspeidens. St & Greassic (0 become 
SiF lan & Sir Jim i recogaition o1 services rendared o 
the boys. Farmers Dung Weekly to rephuce The Sus us 

the most read shit in Brituin. and finally for this years 
‘manifesto, ail Nuzis, Commics and their ilk (0 be de- 
poried. preforably on the next spuce shetle o Mars! 

Sorme NF “skiny’ ity o wiiltate and wreck 5 Skies o 
Suedes gatherug al Bucrs bsland(!). fter bing wrecked 
themseles and ives to the Fscist Bunta (OL Bill 103 0u) 
they are dragued before the courts and Sauds Arabin 
styic. ordered to have their tight armis chopped off, 

Aheawave! .. follow.ad by ran . wnather heatae: 
. tollowed by tvphoon Whatisname . . . guess W hat? 

another sureher! . oh! o, mote fnn . - Al m wil 2 
typical British summer! 

EPTEMBER] 
Wates. Engiand and Scotluand ae all assured of resehing 
the European Chumpionships Finals. N [relund 
through atter a playots, Wales are quoted us i fave 
the bookics to win the finals!! 
OCTOBER| 
The Eastengers ratings risc higher and higher after Darty 
Den gets is evil way with all the fomaes 1 the cnt. 
including Ligtle Willie who it turns out s o bisevual 
pooct. To give tie show a bit of real life even incest 
vaunted when in an episode o be shows ReM month. 
Der (for it is he) iries o seduce Rolly the goracous 
outgrown Poodle. Could it kead 1o hedrtbreak? Who 
knows? Who cares? 
NOVEMBER! 

0 yawnt). Miss USSR 
92) is knocked out in the irsi round on the in- 

eredulous” decision that she's a fat oid bug’. Boster 
Blocdvessel. one of the Judges(2), explains “she hs 20t 
more meat on her top lip than {'ve got on me beliy™! 

Eventual winner Miss Outer Mongola. whose hobbies 
inclucie milking goats and paking the world a safe place. 
commented when given hor cown oob. ooh. I'm so 
chutfed. ciwch!! 
DECEMBER/ 
The political alliaec f the Monster Rusing Loom Party 
and the Progressive Skinhead Party decide that as it 
their it Xonas in office they T moke eveny day in 
December Xmas Dayl. and New Years Eve will nons 
st il next Febeeary! Happy Xmas, mines a buger 

3 
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Help! Help! Help! Help! Help! Help! 

Does anyone reading this have a Mother, Sister, Aunt, 

or any other female relative or perhaps a friend of the 

family who was a Skinhead Girl back in the late 60s/early 

70s? 

Do they have any photographs of themselves during 

this time (b/w or colour)? 

Would they lend them to me for a short time so that | 

can have a copy made? 

If the answer is Yes to each of the above questions, 

then please send the photographs to: 

ALAN MEAD 

3 FOSSEWAY COTTAGES, 

RADSTOCK, 

BATH BA3 3TX, 

AVORN 

The photographs are needed for a forthcoming book dealing 

solely with Skinhead Girls (for a change!), postage will be 

reimbursed on return of the photographs—which should be no 

longer than 3 weeks from the date of receipt. 

(if you do intend sending any, please post them eitherina padded 

envelope or put cardboard either side to protect them). 

saemeee Musin o 

Clement Dodd, or as he is perhaps best know = s2id by mny o be responsible for bringing 
ska and thus reggae 1o the world. Whether he could o doubtéul. However, he was certainly an the 
the main contributors at the music and pioncercet 3 zreat amount of the discs from the ske oo reazac 
cras. So, name a few of his song: tihe this i, he wasn' 2 recording artist at afl but a record produ 
in the carly sixties, Jamaica differed from the LS and Britein, in [amaien music, it was the produce 
who were more important and famous, not the actual 

At this time famaica’s record business consisied of Americon R&E jmports which wers plaved on sound systems 
(custom-buiit turnables) at dances, with the lack of homegrown talens. these dances were the cenltres for extreme rivairy 
between the various sound systens operators to see who could play the rarest American impurts. S0 intense was the 
sivalry that the operators bad their own ‘craws’ who wauid deffent the systems from their sivels attack. Coxsone was 
fucky enough ta have : cur baxer by the name 

fame) who ofte 
Anviway, this all changed when a dueler persuaded Consune to et him press 3 fow 

hundred copies of one of fhis DI's s aver a record, which had becone a ragular 
practice among the systems Jat the time mainh to verbally attack the other systes), 
instantly sold out and the Coxsone recording business was sarn. 

s quickly foliowed his lead, Duke Reid. Py Buster, Fdward Seaga and 2 
voungster called Chiis Blackwell ilates o ini Records In Briton) ali putting our 
records by the up and coming takens wha were flocking to these producers i et on record. 

After earning enough moneyv from a few hit records by the Vikings [ak‘a The Mavtaiss 

svhich he recorded at the one track studios ot Fuderal Récords and Publishing Company 
Limited, or as everyone was to know i, Stadio One. 

Coxsone quickly ted tatent ro record and held regular auditions outside the studio 

or at his Downbeat Record <hop, they were very basic atfairs, he either liked vou or didn't 
on the strength of it. Perhaps his best talent spotting was realising the potential of Bob 
Marley. Peter Tosh and Bunny Livingsior {occasionally known as the Wailing Rude Boy 
Wailers or plain Wailers} who noru.i a big hif with their first disc tor Coxsone, Simnicr 

Dot {Downbeat label} backed by his resider and The Skatalites, They along with 2 lot 

of the other greats of Jamaican music recorded numerous hit records for Cossone, not only 
in the ska periad but also the rucksteady and 69 reggae time. Indeed, Betw een 67 and 69 
there were ninetycight British 1efeases on the Coxsone label alone (Studio Ore and 
Downbeat being the other two mair Coxsone labels) and are generally acknosledged as 
the finest sounds to come out of Jam 

Unfortanately Coxsone was nota paticularly nice person, he was violent and raore careful 
with money than Arthur Dalev! He even kept a gun in the studio to scare off his artists 
who came looking for pavment! You realise what if was like for the performers by listeaing 
o Toatts Hibberd talking about the fact that his bands name has aliways been fhe Moytels. 

e band wasivt called ' The Vikings'. Promoters in Jamaica called s at kinds of different 
names because tihey it want s fo get our rovaities. The originl name was “The Maytals” 
but vou won't see that on the records because thew robbed o 

Faie alt s faults he was one. if not the, main producers of sivties Jamaica, s labels were 
to become sumbals of <ka, rocksteady and 49 v e, There ares tilla lot of his aities work 

being reissued taday so there's no eneuse for not being clued in, the sign of a Sir Coxsone: 
The Downbeat record 

EUKNY'N. 
303 HARLEY PETE 

Top-hotom: Sir Corsone bint- 
ian of pure vl The Wailing Rude Boy 

Wailers: The Maytib


